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Ms. Jamie Paicely 
President, Board of Trustees 
Chicago Heights Public Library 
Chicago Heights, IL  60411 
 
 
Chicago Heights Public Library (the “Library”) engaged BKD on September 15, 2020, to provide forensic 
accounting consulting services and to assist with an internal investigation of potential personal transactions 
lacking a business purpose and conflict of interest issues by a former Library Director. This report presents 
our findings and observations as of December 4, 2020.  We relied upon information provided to us for 
analysis or through discussions with relevant parties.  We reserve the right to supplement this report if 
additional information becomes available.  

Our services were provided in accordance with the Statement on Standards for Forensic Services No.1 
promulgated by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and, accordingly, do not constitute 
a rendering by BKD, LLP or its partners or staff of any legal advice, nor do they include the compilation, 
review or audit of financial statements.  Because our services were limited in nature and scope, they cannot 
be relied upon to discover all documents and other information or provide all analyses that may be of 
importance in this matter.  We were asked to analyze certain designated files and information, and based 
on that scope of work, we identified matters discussed in this report.  This is a factual report of our findings, 
and we do not comment on legal culpability.  BKD accepts no responsibility as to the adequacy or 
effectiveness of the Library’s controls.    

This report is solely for the use of Library management and should not be used by any other party or for 
any other purpose without our approval.  We understand that our report may be used by the Library and its 
legal counsel in potential litigation with the former Library Director.  This report is the property of BKD, 
LLP.  If any party intends to publish or otherwise reproduce this report and make reference to our firm name 
in any manner in connection herewith, BKD must be provided with the printer’s proofs or masters for our 
review and approval before printing or other reproduction and provided with a copy of the final reproduced 
material for our approval before it is distributed, including posting our report on any website. 
 
 
 
BKD, LLP  
 
 
 
Robert Sprague, CPA 

December 7, 2020 
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Executive Summary 

Prior to BKD’s engagement, the Library commenced an internal investigation into Library 
expenditures initiated by Kelley Nichols-Brown (Ms. Nichols-Brown).  Ms. Nichols-Brown 
became an employee of the Library in or around August of 2013 and was promoted to Library 
Director on October 3, 2018.  We understand that Ms. Nichols-Brown was terminated at a board 
meeting on June 3, 2020, in part, as a result of the identification of excessive spending directed by 
Ms. Nichols-Brown, some of which appeared to be of a personal nature. In addition, the Library 
had identified possible conflicts of interest and spending that violated Library policies and that may 
have violated State of Illinois and Library procurement policies.  BKD was engaged to analyze the 
investigative work performed by the Library and to identify other possible inappropriate or 
unauthorized spending by Ms. Nichols-Brown. 

BKD’s analysis included the following procedures to identify possible personal transactions, 
conflicts of interest and potential violations of library policies and procurement guidelines by Ms. 
Nichols-Brown.   

 BKD obtained a laptop computer utilized by Ms. Nichols-Brown and was also provided 
with access to an email account utilized by Ms. Nichols-Brown.  We performed digital 
forensic procedures on the email and the laptop’s hard drive.  Digital forensic procedures 
are utilized to identify possible documents of interest, recover deleted files, construct a 
timeline of events, perform keyword searches across the content available, and identify 
residual user artifacts such as search engine queries, personal web and email usage, mobile 
device backups, and evidence of remote sessions and removable USB device activity. 

 BKD performed background check due diligence on Ms. Nichols-Brown and her husband 
Dondrell.  This process helps identify potential related parties, family members, current 
and previous addresses, and business relationships, and can be a source of data for 
keyword search terms across the above-referenced digital media and email account.   

 Relationships identified through computer forensics and background checks were collected 
in a “network relationship map” and geographical mapping tools to visualize relationships 
between Ms. Nichols-Brown and other parties.  This process is useful in identifying “non-
obvious relationship associations” such as close proximity addresses, name similarities, or 
relationships that may be distanced by degrees of separation (indirect relationships). 

 BKD performed analysis on check disbursement data, including payments made by the 
Library that appeared to cover personal expenditures by Ms. Nichols-Brown, payments that 
were requested by Ms. Nichols-Brown to vendors that appear to represent conflicts of 
interest, payments that were made without proper Library Board authorization and that 
appear to violate Library expenditure policies and may have circumvented Library 
procurement policies. 

 BKD also analyzed payments made out of a Library petty cash fund that were requested by 
Ms. Nichols-Brown and appeared to be personal expenditures or payments made to related 
parties of Ms. Nichols-Brown. 

 BKD’s analysis relied upon previous work performed by the Library’s current interim 
director and the Library’s current Board of Trustees (Board) President.  The analysis 
previously performed by the Library identified several areas where Library funds were 
likely used for items that appear to be personal in nature.  Although Ms. Nichols-Brown 
did not maintain supporting documentation for most of these expenditures during her 
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tenure and the Library was only able to recover minimal documentation supporting the 
expenditures (e.g., credit card statements and certain receipts), we agree with the Library’s 
assessment that the expenditures identified by the Library appear to be personal in nature.  
BKD also relied upon research and discussions with the Library’s outside counsel to reach 
certain conclusions discussed below on areas where it appears that Ms. Nichols-Brown 
likely violated Library bylaws and policies and state of Illinois procurement laws. 

A financial summary of the categories where BKD identified specific findings is shown in Table 1 
below: 

 
 

Overview Of Services 

Digital Forensics 

Procedures 

BKD’s digital forensics procedures included analysis of the laptop computer used by Ms. Nichols-
Brown, as well as her email account.  The Library also provided BKD with six mobile devices 
purchased by Ms. Nichols-Brown. The mobile devices appear to have been reset, contrary to the 
directive of the Library’s attorney to return Library property untampered, or do not appear to have 
been used by Ms. Nichols-Brown and contained no relevant information.  We analyzed the laptop 
and email with forensic software, recovered deleted files and content, identified personal web and 
email activity, and performed keyword searches across all content. 

We performed keyword searches for names and terms identified by the Library’s initial analysis as 
well as additional terms based on BKD’s background due diligence procedures described below.  
The searches were developed to identify instances of personal expenditures utilizing Library funds 
and potential conflicts of interest.  In addition to keyword searches, we analyzed Ms. Nichols-
Brown’s web history, search engine queries, frequent contacts, and document creation and usage. 

Results 

BKD analyzed communications and documents found responsive to keyword search terms and 
provided certain emails and documents to Library personnel for further review.  While most 
communications and documents were not responsive to concerns about conflicts of interest or 
personal transactions, some email and documents were found of interest and will be discussed 
further in subsequent sections of this report. Our analysis identified the following items: 

 Cleaning equipment rental from Home Depot that used the Library name but had Ms. 
Nichols-Brown’s personal address and her husband’s name listed on the rental contract.  
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 Email communications were found between Ms. Nichols-Brown and other vendors, 
indicating what appears to be a normal working relationship, though the nature of how the 
vendor or service provided was procured was not apparent from the email communications.   

 A vendor known as “Supreme Martial Arts”, owned by Ms. Nichols-Brown’s husband 
Dondrell Brown, appeared frequently in emails regarding special events at the Library, and 
an email to a screen printing company was found, where Ms. Nichols-Brown ordered 
printed materials such as t-shirts and bags for a special event.  One of the company names 
to be listed on the printed materials was Supreme Martial Arts.  No evidence was found to 
indicate they were a paid sponsor of the event and no evidence that payment was made to 
the vendor was identified. 

 Email communication identified the use of a vendor named Taylor Media to promote a 
news article about Supreme Martial Arts and customers of Supreme Martial Arts that were 
also hired as independent contractors to work at the Library.  The Library paid this vendor 
$5,000 around the time of the publication of this article. 

We also noted employee and/or independent contractor addresses in close proximity to the current 
residence of Ms. Nichols-Brown.  In one instance, an employee (Renatta Frazier) shows a matching 
address to Ms. Nichols-Brown at 431 Normal Avenue, and two other employees (Maria Davis and 
Monterrio Raby) show a home address of 441 Normal Avenue, or two houses removed from Ms. 
Nichols-Brown’s residence.  Sandra Walker, another Library employee/independent contractor 
lives at 511 Normal Avenue, a short distance from the Nichols-Brown residence.  Relationships 
with Ms. Nichols-Brown and these employees are discussed in subsequent report sections. 

Analysis of the laptop computer revealed document references to 15 USB removable devices, some 
identified as being connected on more than one occasion, and the laptop computer itself is 
relatively devoid of user-created files.  This indicates Library documents and work may have been 
performed on USB removable devices and not on the actual laptop hard drive.  Exhibit 1 is a 
listing of the make, model and serial numbers of the removable storage devices our forensic 
analysis identified.  We understand that subsequent to Ms. Nichols-Brown’s termination she was 
instructed to return all data and documents, including any data and documents residing on external 
storage devices to the Library. We understand from discussions with the Library that none of these 
USB devices were returned.  If the Library is able to retrieve any of these devices, BKD would 
recommend conducting additional forensic analysis to retrieve potentially relevant Library 
documents and data. 

Background Due Diligence 

Procedures 

BKD performed background due diligence on Ms. Nichols-Brown and her husband Dondrell 
Brown.  Background due diligence included but was not limited to (1) identification of current and 
previous addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses, (2) known relatives, (3) known 
associates, (4) related businesses or business affiliations, and (5) civil and criminal court activity.  
Sources of this information included surface web sources (free and paid) and dark web searches.  
We used the information obtained from the background due diligence to cross-reference against 
computer hard drive and email (see previous section) activity; and vendor information.  The 
purpose of the cross-referencing was to identify any undisclosed relationships that could constitute 
a conflict of interest or relate to personal transactions. 
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Results 

Supreme Martial Arts, a business owned by Ms. Nichols-Brown’s husband Dondrell is a known 
entity to the Library.  Our background checks revealed additional location/address information 
which was used in keyword searches of email and hard drive media.  One address associated with 
this entity is at 1400 Chicago Road, the same building as the Chicago Heights Park District and on 
the same block as the Library.  BKD also identified that another entity, Clay Custodial, that was 
paid by the Library, as further discussed below, is also owned by Dondrell Brown.   

We understand from discussions with the Library that Ms. Nichols-Brown is currently an elected 
Commissioner for the Chicago Heights Park District and past Library Board President, Lori Wilcox 
(Ms. Wilcox), is now also employed at the Park District. We also understand from discussions with 
the Library that Clay Custodial currently performs services for the Park District.   

Data Analytics 

Procedures 

We understand from discussions with the Library and the Director of Finance of the City of 
Chicago Heights (the “City”) that on a monthly basis the Library generates a listing of vendor 
payment requests for vendor invoices due for payment.  In her role as Library Director, Ms. 
Nichols-Brown was responsible for preparing this listing and corresponding invoices, submitting 
the monthly listing as part of the monthly Board packet to the Library Board for review and 
approval each month, and sending to the City Finance and Accounting Department to process the 
checks.  The City generates the checks and remits the checks back to the Library to send payment 
to the vendors.  The City provided us with scanned PDF copies of the check registers for the period 
January 2018 through August 2020 (the “Period”) detailing all Library vendor payments.   

Results 

BKD converted the PDF check registers into Excel, however, due to the poor formatting of the 
report and the scanned nature of the documents (as opposed to a clean digital copy), we were 
unable to perform automated data analytics on the check register.  We did perform limited analysis 
on the data to attempt to identify potential anomalous payment trending, unusually high payments 
relative to normal payment trends or payments to other vendors performing similar services, 
vendors with no payments prior to the hiring of Ms. Nichols-Brown, and payments to vendors not 
included in the master listing of vendors.  We also conducted additional manual review of the 
check registers and cancelled checks for payments to contract employees hired by Ms. Nichols-
Brown.  Findings related to this analysis are discussed further below. 

 

Observations and Findings 

Prior to the commencement of our engagement, the Library performed an internal investigation of 
the Library Accounts Payable listings prepared by Ms. Nichols-Brown and associated payments 
made.  BKD relied on notations made by the Library indicating vendors of interest, payments made 
that did not appear to benefit the Library, payments where there was no evidence of Board approval 
and payments that appeared to violate Library policies or State of Illinois procurement guidelines.  
As there was little documentation to support the amounts paid, BKD relied on the Accounts 
Payable listing for the accuracy of amounts paid. Where there was supporting documentation 
available, BKD cross-referenced the support to the Accounts Payable listing to ensure the amounts 
were accurate. Based upon discussions with the Library’s interim Director, BKD understands that 
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the Library’s practice was to submit the Accounts Payable listings for Board approval before 
payment was made on the monthly accounts payable listings, or in the absence of prior Board 
approval, subsequent ratification of the monthly payments at the next board meeting.  We have 
seen limited evidence that the Board was provided with the Accounts Payable listings either prior 
to or subsequent to the payments being made, other than Board meetings that were held just prior 
to Ms. Nichols-Brown’s termination. Based on email analysis performed by BKD and the Library 
as well as document searches performed at the Library by the interim Director, it appears that 
during the period from October 2018 through June of 2020, Board meetings were only held in the 
following months: October 2018 (a special Board meeting to appoint Ms. Nichols-Brown as 
Director), February 2019, April 2019, November 2019, March 2020, April 2020, May 2020 and 
June 2020.  The meetings in April through June of 2020 were after a new Board chair was brought 
on to replace the Board chair in place during the majority of Ms. Nichols-Brown’s tenure as 
Director and Ms. Nichols-Brown did not attend the May 2020 Board meeting. It appears that the 
prior Board chair, Ms. Wilcox was not holding regular Board meetings.  We understand that the 
Library Board is required to meet a minimum of five times per year1.  Further based on an analysis 
of the Board minutes by the interim Director, the Accounts Payable listings were only approved at 
the February 2019, November 2019, April 2020 and May 2020 Board meetings. 

Potential Personal Transactions and Conflicts of Interest 

A summary of BKD’s findings for Potential Personal Transactions and Conflicts of Interest is 
shown in Table 2 below. 

 

When analyzing payments, BKD noted payments to several different vendor categories, including, 
but not limited to independent contractors, businesses belonging to Ms. Nichols-Brown’s husband, 
multiple cleaning service vendors, including one owned by Ms. Nichols-Brown’s husband, 
payments for credit cards opened by Ms. Nichols-Brown in her name that were utilized for what 
appear to be both Library and personal expenditures and payments to other vendors of interest. 

Payments to Related Parties 

BKD noted payments to two businesses owned by Ms. Nichols-Brown’s husband, Mr. Dondrell 
Brown, and one payment, totaling $280.00, made directly to Mr. Brown in May 2019. See Exhibit 
2 for details of payments, as discussed below, to related parties. 

 
1 75 ILCS 16/30-50(a) 
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Supreme Martial Arts  

Based on our discussion with current Library employees, we understand that the Library was 
offering a beginner Taekwondo program taught by Supreme Martial Arts held at the Library 
periodically on Saturdays. One individual BKD interviewed did not work the weekends and could 
not verify the classes were being held but was able to verify the company was owned by Mr. 
Brown. Another current Library employee we interviewed did work some weekends and verified 
that the company was owned by Mr. Brown and she saw the classes being held, but they tended to 
start late and were not attended by a large group.  The employees we interviewed could not recall if 
the classes were held every Saturday or every other Saturday but indicated that they believed the 
frequency of the classes was consistent for the past three years. BKD searched the Office of the 
Illinois Secretary of State2 for Supreme Martial Arts Academy and determined it was in fact owned 
by Mr. Brown. 

Payments to Supreme Martial Arts were made in 2018, 2019, and 2020. BKD noted in 2018, 
payments varied between $200 and $250. In 2019, payments varied between $400 and $700. BKD 
understands there will be a slight variance in payments as months vary between four and five 
Saturdays. However, BKD noted that monthly payments increased by $200 from 2018 to 2019 and 
there were multiple months in 2019 with payments between $600 and $700, a $400 to $500 
increase from the initial payments in 2018 without any apparent increase in the frequency or size of 
the classes. Payments to Supreme Martial Arts ceased in March of 2020.  Total annual payments 
made to Supreme Martial Arts were $2,200.00, $6,050.00, and $1,000.00 in 2018, 2019, and 2020, 
respectively as shown in Exhibit 2.  It is unclear from the documents we have reviewed if Ms. 
Nichols-Brown disclosed to the Library Board that Supreme Martial Arts was owned by her 
husband, however it is clear from our interviews that current Library personnel knew of this 
relationship. 

Clay Custodial Services LLC  

BKD inquired of individuals at the Library about Clay Custodial Services LLC and if this company 
was owned by Mr. Brown. The individuals we interviewed could not recall seeing this specific 
custodial service at the Library performing cleaning or other custodial services.  Based on our 
discussions with the Library’s interim Director, subsequent to her starting on June 1, 2020, the 
Library has not received any invoices from Clay Custodial for cleaning services. Furthermore, no 
attempts have been made by Clay Custodial to continue cleaning since this time. When the 
Library’s interim director reached out to the individual who performed cleaning services at the 
Library prior to October 2018 to determine the reason they were let go,  they indicated they were 
told by Ms. Nichols-Brown that she had her own individuals to do the work.  BKD searched the 
Office of the Illinois Secretary of State1 for Clay Custodial Services LLC and determined it was in 
fact owned by Mr. Brown.  It is currently listed as an entity not in good standing. 

Payments to Clay Custodial Services LLC began in October of 2019 and ceased in May 2020 and 
varied significantly in amounts. BKD noted the three payments in 2019 varied from $2,250 to 
$3,125. In 2020, payments began to vary significantly from month to month and also increased in 
dollar value.  Monthly payments ranged from $1,170 to $4,640. BKD understands that months vary 
in the amount of days or number of weeks, but the payment variance does not appear to be 
representative of these small monthly variances. As shown in Exhibit 2, payments made to Clay 
Custodial Services LLC totaled $8,250.00 and $13,950.00 in 2019 and 2020, respectively. 

It is unclear from the documents we have reviewed if Ms. Nichols-Brown disclosed to the Library 
Board that Clay Custodial Services was owned by her husband.  We also note that the Library paid 

 
2 https://www.ilsos.gov/corporatellc/ 
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a vendor named Absolute One G&M Cleaning a total of $22,032.38 (see Other Vendors below) 
between March and November of 2019.  Current employees of the Library were not aware of the 
services being performed by Absolute One G&M Cleaning, however it would appear that the 
services could be duplicative of services performed by Clay Custodial Services LLC. 

Taylor Media 

In late 2019, the Library made payments to Taylor Media totaling $5,000.00. See Exhibit 3 for 
details. Based on discussions with the Library’s interim director, BKD noted that calls were made 
to Taylor Media requesting copies of the invoices. Taylor Media indicated they would send copies 
of these invoices, but the Library never received these copies. After the initial request for the 
invoices, the Library continued to call Taylor Media, who did not answer or return calls from the 
messages the Library left.   

BKD identified an email from Ms. Nichols-Brown’s email file that included an article from El Sol 
newspaper that Taylor Media was involved in promoting.  The article appears to have been 
published on or around October 25, 2019 and was about Susana3 and Sandro Estrada and their 
family’s involvement with Supreme Martial Arts.  As further discussed below, both Susana and 
Sandro Estrada were hired by Ms. Nichols-Brown as independent contractors and were paid by the 
Library in 2019 and 2020.  Susana Estrada was paid a total of $2,618.00 and Sandro Estrada was 
paid a total of $10,655.00.  BKD asked other current employees of the Library if they had heard of 
Taylor Media or if the Library would utilize a company like Taylor Media. The individuals 
indicated they were not sure what services Taylor Media would have provided for the Library and 
they did not believe the Library utilized a company like Taylor Media. BKD identified two 
additional articles published by Taylor Media on November 30, 2019 and December 22, 2019 
discussing a Thanksgiving dinner hosted at the Library and organized by former Library Board 
President, Ms. Wilcox and a Christmas dinner sponsored by the Library that Ms. Wilcox was also 
involved with.  Absent invoices for the payments to Taylor Media, BKD was not able to determine 
if the payments related to any of these publications. 

Building Block Development 

In April 2020, the Library paid Building Block Development $8,430.00. Based on discussions with 
the Library’s Interim Director, Building Block Development provided painting services and 
installed new flooring for the Library. She further indicated, and BKD validated through a search 
on the Office of the Illinois Secretary of State1, Building Block Development is owned by Mr. 
Shawn White. Mr. White is believed to be a close relationship with the former Library Board 
President, Ms. Wilcox. It is unknown if workers were paid a prevailing wage as required by Illinois 
law for any work done in public buildings. In analyzing this payment to Building Block 
Development, the Library has been unable to locate any license or insurance documentation for 
Building Block Development to ensure they were licensed and insured to complete the work for the 
Library.  There is also no evidence that Ms. Nichols-Brown received Board approval for this 
expenditure as required by Library policy. 

Other Vendors 

As Library Director, Ms. Nichols-Brown was required by Library policy to maintain the financial 
records of the Library, including adequate support such as purchase orders, vendor invoices, 
receipts and other supporting documentation for credit card purchases paid by Library funds.  
Subsequent to her termination, the Interim Library Director was unable to locate support for the 

 
3 In certain documents Susana Estrada is referenced as Susana Estrella, however we believe this is the same 
individual. 
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majority of the purchases made by the Library when Ms. Nichols-Brown served as the Director.  
The Accounts Payable listings and check registers include several other vendors that were paid 
during the Period with little to no documentation supporting the goods or services purchased.  BKD 
was unable to determine what was purchased from these vendors and the accuracy of amounts 
submitted to the City for payment. BKD relied on the judgement and notations made by the Library 
in determining which vendors appeared to be paid for the benefit of someone/something other than 
the Library. Below are the vendors of interest flagged by the Library and the information gathered 
related to the payments made to these vendors.  

 Absolute One G&M Cleaning (Paid $22,032.38 in 2019) – Business address is a 
personal residence in Richton Park. 

 Smart Guys Computer Services (Paid $1,199.00 in July 2019 for website design) – A 
representative of this vendor is believed to be a friend of the former Board President. 

 Roberto Codoba (Paid $6,850 in April of 2020) – Mr. Cordoba is believed to be an 
employee of the Chicago Heights Park District where Ms. Nichols-Brown is currently an 
elected Commissioner and Ms. Wilcox is believed to be employed. 

 Elmer and Sons (Paid $1,738.34 in 2019 and $10,959.60 in 2020) – Elmer and Sons 
appears to be a locksmith. The frequency and amount of payments to a locksmith appears 
excessive for the Library. 

 R&D Property Investment Group (Paid $550.00 in May of 2020 and $2,450.00 on 
BMO Credit Card) – The Library indicated this vendor was potentially used to buy 
vending supplies, but there is no information available.  

BKD notes payments totaling $29,902.22 and $18,359.60 in 2019 and 2020, respectively, to other 
vendors including, but not limited, to those listed above. See Exhibit 4 for details. 

BKD also noted the vendor “All Area W&W Towing” was flagged by the Library, as the Library 
does not own a vehicle. In January 2019 a $4,000 check was written to this vendor but the vendor 
did not cash the check.  In March 2020, the City voided the check and refunded the Library’s cash 
account.  We understand that a representative from the City called All Area W&W Towing and the 
vendor indicated that Ms. Nichols-Brown was intending to purchase a van but backed out of the 
purchase.   

Analysis of Petty Cash Account 

A summary of BKD’s findings for Petty Cash is shown in Table 3 below. 
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The Library maintains a petty cash account for Library employees to make small item purchases 
for the Library. Based on discussions with individuals at the Library, the preferred method of 
purchasing items for the Library is through expense reimbursement of personal funds, however on 
occasion individuals would request petty cash funds to pay for these items. When an employee 
requests petty cash funds, they are provided with the amount requested, as long as it appears 
reasonable for what is being purchased, and they provide appropriate supporting documentation. 
Once the employee has purchased the item(s), they bring the remaining change back and the 
amount is recorded in the ledger book. The vendor where the employee made the purchase is also 
recorded in the petty cash ledger. 

Based upon the petty cash documentation provided to BKD, it appeared that receipts were often 
provided to support the purchases, however there were several instances where no supporting 
documentation was maintained. It appears that most petty cash payments were for the benefit of the 
Library.  

BKD noted several instances where petty cash appeared to be for the benefit of Ms. Nichols-Brown 
or related parties of Ms. Nichols-Brown. BKD noted two instances where Mr. Brown was paid 
$60.00 and $75.00 out of petty cash. Based upon discussions with Library employees, it is believed 
Mr. Brown was paid to help move furniture around or help with set-up for events. The employees 
indicated the Library had maintenance individuals who generally helped move items and 
employees typically helped set-up for events. BKD also noted one instance when payment from 
petty cash was made to Nyla Nichols, Ms. Nichols-Brown’s child, in the amount of $105.00. BKD 
noted two instances in both 2019 and 2020 where it was documented on the “Received of Petty 
Cash” receipt that “Kelley took money out of drawer”. Receipts were attached to these memos for 
purchases from Dollar General and Wal-Mart, but BKD notes that Ms. Nichols-Brown should not 
have the ability to remove petty cash funds before providing a purpose for the expenditure.  BKD 
identified payments from petty cash funds that appeared to be for the benefit of Ms. Nichols-Brown 
or a related party of Ms. Nichols Brown totaling $121.74, 199.21, and $34.06 for 2018, 2019, and 
2020, respectively. (see Exhibit 5 for details) 

BKD also noted several instances where petty cash did not appear to be for the benefit of the 
Library, but BKD could not determine if it was for the benefit of Ms. Nichols-Brown. There was an 
instance in 2019 where one receipt from Dozelis Pizzeria for $50.16 was submitted twice for use of 
petty cash funds, each with a different hand written description of the purchase purpose, but both 
submissions appear to be sent by email on March 4, 2019 at 12:42. BKD noted the descriptions 
written on the receipts were “diversity – birthday club” and “staff pizza meeting”. BKD has 
included one receipt in the amount calculated as for the benefit other than the Library. BKD also 
noted petty cash utilized at vendors including, but not limited to, Walmart, Country Squire, 
Menards, Walgreens, Target, and individuals, where BKD could not determine if the use was for 
the benefit of the Library as there was no indication of the purpose of the purchase. BKD noted 
payments out of petty cash funds where we could not determine if they benefitted the Library 
totaling $617.34 and $200.16 in 2018 and 2019, respectively. See Exhibit 6 for details. 

Review of Credit Card Purchases 

Based on discussions with the Library’s interim director and documentation provided to BKD, it 
appears Ms. Nichols-Brown opened two credit cards in the name of the Library. Ms. Nichols-
Brown opened these credit cards without the Library Board’s knowledge and approval. Ms. 
Nichols-Brown made a significant number of purchases with these credit cards, including 
purchases that appear personal in nature.  
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BKD noted $16,369.42 and $8,199.74 of charges in 2019 and 2020, respectively, made with the 
BMO Harris credit card that appear to be personal purchases. BKD also noted $6,253.19 and 
$8,307.97 of charges in 2019 and 2020, respectively, made with the Home Depot credit card that 
appear to benefit of Ms. Nichols-Brown. (See Exhibits 7 and 8, respectively, for details) 

BMO Harris Credit Card 

Payments to BMO Harris began appearing on the Accounts Payable listing in May 2019.   BKD 
was not provided statements for the payments made in May 2019 and June 2019. Therefore, BKD 
relied on the amounts listed in the Accounts Payable listing for these two months. The Library 
indicated the card was closed the week of June 7 – 13, 2020 by Ms. Nichols-Brown. Based upon 
the statements provided, BKD noted charges were to, but not limited to, the following vendors: 

 
 Office Max/Depot 
 USPS 
 Dozelis Pizzeria 
 Enzo’s Restaurant 
 Jewel-Osco 
 TJ Max 

 

 Amazon 
 Target 
 Aurelios 
 Country Squire 
 Wal-Mart 
 T-Mobile

Based on conversations with the Library’s interim director, BKD noted the two main vendors of 
concern were Wal-Mart and T-Mobile. The Library was able to provide BKD with receipts for a 
significant amount of the Wal-Mart transactions. For the existing Wal-Mart receipts, the Library 
identified items that appeared to be personal in nature. BKD relied on the Library’s determination 
but agrees with the Library’s assessment. Where receipts were not available, BKD included all 
charges as misuse of Library funds by Ms. Nichols-Brown. BKD noted items purchased that appear 
to be for the benefit of Ms. Nichols-Brown include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 
 Wall Art 
 Black Belt Magazine 
 Blankets 
 Gift cards $50, $100, $300, and 

$500 amounts 

 Popcorn Tins 
 Food 
 Portable CD Player 
 Knife Block Set 
 CDs

 
BKD noted Walmart charges totaling $7,351.59 and $643.79 in 2019 and 2020, respectively, that 
appear questionable or that do not have supporting documentation and are likely to be personal 
purchases (see Exhibit 7 for monthly details). 

An account at T-Mobile was set-up in the Library’s name without the Library Board’s knowledge 
or approval. Ms. Nichols-Brown listed herself as the personal guarantee on this account and set the 
account to be autopayed with the BMO Harris card. As discussed above, the Library identified four 
phones and two tablets associated with the account. Two of the phones appeared to be upgrades, 
yet the leases for the old phones are still active. The Library called two of the phones and from the 
voicemails determined they were used by Ms. Nichols-Brown and Ms. Shenetta VanPelt, Library 
employee. The Library believes the other phones and tablets were being used by Ms. Nichols-
Brown’s family but was unable to confirm. The Library also indicated it appeared Ms. Nichols-
Brown was purchasing accessories (cases, headphones, etc.) on this account as well. BKD noted 
there were multiple charges to T-Mobile on various BMO Harris statements, indicating other items 
were purchased from T-Mobile other than the monthly plan. 
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Since Ms. Nichols-Brown was terminated from the Library, the Library has not been able to access 
the T-Mobile account. As the T-Mobile account was guaranteed by Ms. Nichols-Brown and her 
social security number, T-Mobile has denied access or any information regarding the account to the 
Library. As the account is under Ms. Nichols-Brown’s name, the Library refuses to pay the 
invoices in arrears, and thus the account is now in collections. 

BKD noted charges totaling $956.87 and $1,336.00 in 2019 and 2020, respectively, were made at 
T-Mobile for the benefit of Ms. Nichols-Brown (see Exhibit 7 for monthly details). 

Home Depot 

Payments to Home Depot began appearing on the Accounts Payable listing in June 2019. BKD was 
not provided statements for the payments made in June 2019 and July 2019. Therefore, BKD relied 
on the amounts listed in the Accounts Payable listing for these two months. The Library was able 
to provide a majority of the statements for the Home Depot credit card, but there was little to no 
support for the purchases. As such, BKD was unable to determine the legitimate Library purchases 
versus personal purchases. BKD noted the purchase of two $50 Home Depot gift cards on the 
credit card.  We understand from our discussions with the Library’s interim Director that purchase 
of Home Depot gift cards for Library use would be unusual.   BKD also noted an invoice for a 
rental carpet cleaner that was signed by Mr. Brown. Mr. Brown is not a Library employee, 
indicating the Home Depot card was likely used by Mr. Brown for personal equipment rental. 

Potential Violations of Library Policy or State of Illinois Law 

A summary of BKD’s findings for potential violations of Library policy or state of Illinois Law is 
shown in Table 4 below. 
 

 

Hiring of Independent Contractors 

The Library informed BKD that they had identified that Ms. Nichols-Brown hired several 
independent contractors to work at the Library on an ad-hoc basis.  BKD identified $145,690.93 of 
payments to 23 independent contractors during the Period.  BKD interviewed two current Library 
employees to gain an understanding of the services that were being performed by the independent 
contractors.  The current employees indicated that, in general the independent contractors were 
treated as employees and in many instances were performing menial tasks that could have been 
handled by the Library employees.  One current employee indicated that one of the independent 
contractors would come to the Library and cut paper with a paper slicer for a few hours and then 
leave.  Individuals indicated these independent contractors would simply show up at the Library 
and no employees would know who they were or why they were there. The independent 
contractors would indicate they were supposed to meet Ms. Nichols-Brown at the Library at a 
certain time.  We understand that during the Period, the Mayor of the City of Chicago Heights had 
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implemented a hiring freeze.  This appears to be an attempt by Ms. Nichols-Brown to circumvent 
the hiring freeze. 

It appears that several of the independent contractors were personal acquaintances of Ms. Nichols-
Brown. For example, Sandro and Susana Estrada, who both appear to have attended Mr. Brown’s 
Supreme Martial Arts business were hired as independent contractors.  Based on a review of 
addresses listed on the check payments to the independent contractors several appear to live within 
close proximity of Ms. Nichols-Brown on Normal Ave. in Chicago Heights.  One independent 
contractor’s checks were also mailed to Ms. Nichols-Brown’s personal address beginning in 
October of 2019 according to the address printed on the checks.  We also understand that certain 
independent contractors were acquaintances of former Library Board Chair, Ms. Wilcox. 

Based on discussions with the Library’s interim director, BKD also noted Ms. Shenetta VanPelt 
was among the individuals being paid as an independent contractor.  The payments she received 
were recorded as Library programming. It is our understanding that Ms.VanPelt was an employee 
of the Library at the time and she was not involved in any Library programs separate from the work 
she was performing as a Library employee. The Library’s interim director talked with Ms. VanPelt 
about these payments. Ms. VanPelt indicated the payments represented a raise that was approved 
by Ms. Wilcox. However, neither Ms. Nichols-Brown or Ms. Wilcox appear to have taken the raise 
to the Library’s Board for approval. The payments out of the programming budget to Ms. VanPelt 
ceased when Ms. Nichols-Brown was instructed by the Board to stop paying independent 
contractors and was subsequently terminated. 

Independent contractors were paid $14,353.76, $88,367.94 and $42,969.23 in 2018, 2019 and 
2020, respectively (see Exhibit 9 for details). Payments to independent contractors began in 
January 2018, but the number of individuals paid started to increase in May 2019 and June 2019. 
Payments to independent contractors ceased in the month of May 2020. 

Office Furniture 

In 2019 and 2020, Ms. Nichols-Brown purchased new office furniture from Lan Office Furnishings 
for the Library. BKD discussed these purchases with various individuals at the Library to 
determine if the new office furniture was required. The general consensus of these individuals was 
that some of the office furniture was indeed needed, but the majority was not. Furthermore, based 
on discussions with the Library’s interim director, the office furniture was not approved by the 
Board, nor subject to a formal bid process (required for purchases over $25,000). It was also 
indicated that furniture was purchased in excess of what the Library could use and there was not 
room for several pieces purchased. Supporting documentation was not available for the office 
furniture purchases. As such, BKD could not determine exactly what items of furniture were 
purchased and had to rely on the Accounts Payable listing provided by the Library to determine the 
dollar amount of furniture purchased. Payments made to Lan Office Furnishings totaled $70,910.89 
and $62,472.63 in 2019 and 2020, respectively (see Exhibit 10 for details). 

Lease Corporation of America 

In March 2019, Ms. Nichols-Brown entered into an agreement with Lease Corporation of America 
(“LCA”) to finance the purchase of new computers for the Library. BKD was able to obtain copies 
of the lease agreement between LCA and the Library. The agreement indicates the Library leased 
two “Bretford Basics Mobile 19” Rack Mount Technology Cart”, two “DLP projector – portable”, 
three “HP ProBook”, and one “Honeywell, Voyager 9520 Hand-held Single-Line Laser Scanner”. 
The terms of the agreement require three payments of $1,304.47 for April, May, and June of 2019 
and 57 payments of $1,591.54 beginning in July of 2019.  Total payments over the life of the lease 
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are approximately $94,000. We understand that an outright purchase of the equipment would have 
been $62,000. 

Based on discussions with the Library’s interim director, BKD understands that Ms. Nichols-
Brown entered into the lease agreement with LCA without the Library Board’s full knowledge 
and/or approval. We have seen no evidence indicating that Ms. Nichols-Brown sought approval as 
required. After discussions with current employees at the Library, certain computer equipment at 
the Library required replacement, however, they indicated there could have been a “phase-in” 
approach of new computers. We also understand that there are currently new computers from this 
purchase in boxes in the Library’s basement, indicating that Ms. Nichols-Brown purchased too 
many computers. 

Based upon the Accounts Payable listings provided to BKD, payments to LCA generally appear to 
be consistent with the lease agreement. In May 2019, a payment of $2,858.94 was made, which 
appears to be the payment for both April 2019 and May 2019. We do not see a separate April 2019 
payment. A payment of $2,396.01 was made in July 2019, and a payment of only $537.07 in 
September 2019. Also, in September 2020 the Library only paid $591.54. Payments to LCA totaled 
$15,179.19 and $13,323.86 in 2019 and 2020, respectively (see Exhibit 11). 

 

Conclusion 

Based upon the Library’s internal investigation, and the additional procedures performed by BKD, 
multiple instances of potential personal transactions or transactions that lacked a clear business 
purpose, conflicts of interest, and violation of Library policies and State of Illinois laws were 
identified. Ms. Nichols-Brown appears to have circumvented Board approval on many 
expenditures. Furthermore, relatives of Ms. Nichols-Brown and business of those relatives were 
receiving money from the Library without proper approval or knowledge of the Board.  BKD 
identified $93,421.82 of potential personal transactions and payments that Ms. Nichols-Brown 
authorized that appear to be conflicts of interest, $355.01 of petty cash disbursements that appear to 
have benefitted Ms. Nichols-Brown, $39,130.32. of unapproved credit card purchases, and 
$307,577.50 of payments that represented potential violations of Library Policy or state of Illinois 
Law. In total, this amounts to $440,484.65 of potential misuse of Library resources by Ms. 
Nichols-Brown. 



Chicago Heights Library
Gateway Laptop
Connected USB Devices

Item# Device Class ID Serial Number 
(reported serial number may not have 
"&" symbol and characters following)

Friendly Name Associated User 
Accounts

Last Assigned 
Drive Letter

Last Connected First Installed

1 Disk&Ven_VendorCo&Prod_ProductCode&Rev_2.00 92070037B6D13805246&0 VendorCo ProductCode USB Device computer9 F: 5/28/2020 5/28/2020
2 Disk&Ven_Memorex&Prod_Swivel&Rev_PMAP 07B41E0320821422&0 Memorex Swivel USB Device computer9 E: 5/27/2020 5/2/2020
3 Disk&Ven_VendorCo&Prod_ProductCode&Rev_2.00 5782421231081417026&0 VendorCo ProductCode USB Device computer9 5/27/2020 5/27/2020
4 Disk&Ven_Specific&Prod_STORAGE_DEVICE&Rev_0009 38528007&0 Specific STORAGE DEVICE USB Device computer9 5/27/2020 5/27/2020
5 Disk&Ven_VendorCo&Prod_ProductCode&Rev_2.00 920710327C830523487&0 VendorCo ProductCode USB Device computer9 5/27/2020 5/27/2020
6 Disk&Ven_General&Prod_UDisk&Rev_5.00 6&30356652&0&_&0 General UDisk USB Device computer9 5/27/2020 4/28/2020
7 Disk&Ven_Ut190&Prod_USB2FlashStorage&Rev_0.00 00000000000016&0 Ut190 USB2FlashStorage USB Device computer9 H: 5/12/2020 5/12/2020
8 Disk&Ven_Ut190&Prod_SD0StorageDevice&Rev_0.00 00000000000016&1 Ut190 SD0StorageDevice USB Device I: 5/12/2020 5/12/2020
9 Disk&Ven_General&Prod_UDisk&Rev_5.00 6&1d7bb5ad&0&_&0 General UDisk USB Device computer9 5/12/2020 5/12/2020
10 CdRom&Ven_SanDisk&Prod_U3_Cruzer_Micro&Rev_8.02 4528030C61522C0C&1 SanDisk U3 Cruzer Micro USB Device computer9 5/11/2020 5/11/2020
11 Disk&Ven_SanDisk&Prod_U3_Cruzer_Micro&Rev_8.02 4528030C61522C0C&0 SanDisk U3 Cruzer Micro USB Device computer9 G: 5/11/2020 5/11/2020
12 VID_05AC&PID_12A8 f69390c1f4e46e039f4767afb0fb4604a9655c34 Apple iPhone 5/3/2020 5/3/2020

13 Disk&Ven_General&Prod_UDisk&Rev_5.00 6&2961fd39&0&_&0 General UDisk USB Device computer9 4/22/2020 4/22/2020
14 Disk&Ven_&Prod_USB_DISK_2.0&Rev_PMAP C80049CB1722B369&0 USB DISK 2.0 USB Device computer9 1/22/2020 3/21/2018
15 Disk&Ven_TOSHIBA&Prod_TransMemory&Rev_1.00 45E1EED9D9C3CE51F7311DBB&0 TOSHIBA TransMemory USB Device computer9 4/11/2018 4/11/2018
16 Disk&Ven_Integral&Prod_Crypto&Rev_PMAP 070018C30B0890C73AC5&0 Integral Crypto USB Device computer9 5/24/2016 5/24/2016
17 CdRom&Ven_Integral&Prod_Crypto&Rev_PMAP 070018C30B0890C73AC5&1 Integral Crypto USB Device computer9 5/24/2016 5/24/2016
18 CdRom&Ven_MATSHITA&Prod_DVD‐RAM_UJ8D2Q 4&35f24cdb&0&010000 MATSHITA DVD‐RAM UJ8D2Q 9/15/2013 9/15/2013
19 Disk&Ven_WDC&Prod_WD5000LPVX‐22V0T 4&35f24cdb&0&000000 WDC WD5000LPVX‐22V0TT0 9/15/2013 9/15/2013



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 2

Related Party Payments

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Supreme Martial Arts Aca [1] 200.00$        250.00$      200.00$      ‐$             250.00$      200.00$   200.00$   250.00$   200.00$       200.00$      ‐$             250.00$      2,200.00$    

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Supreme Martial Arts Aca [1] 400.00$        400.00$      650.00$      700.00$      600.00$      650.00$   400.00$   450.00$   400.00$       550.00$      400.00$      450.00$      6,050.00$    

Clay Custodial [1] ‐                  ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐           ‐           ‐           ‐                3,125.00     2,875.00     2,250.00     8,250.00      

Dondrell Brown [1] ‐                  ‐               ‐               ‐               280.00         ‐           ‐           ‐           ‐                ‐               ‐               ‐               280.00          

400.00$        400.00$      650.00$      700.00$      880.00$      650.00$   400.00$   450.00$   400.00$       3,675.00$   3,275.00$   2,700.00$   14,580.00$  

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Supreme Martial Arts Aca [1] 400.00$        400.00$      200.00$      ‐$             ‐$             ‐$         ‐$         ‐$         ‐$             ‐$             ‐$             ‐$             1,000.00$    

Clay Custodial Services LLC [1] 4,540.00       1,800.00     1,800.00     4,640.00     1,170.00     ‐           ‐           ‐           ‐                ‐               ‐               ‐               13,950.00    

4,940.00$     2,200.00$   2,000.00$   4,640.00$   1,170.00$   ‐$         ‐$         ‐$         ‐$             ‐$             ‐$             ‐$             14,950.00$  

[1] BKD independently concluded payment was possible personal transaction or conflict of interest

2018

2019

2020



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 3

Taylor Media Payments

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Taylor Media [2] ‐$            ‐$             ‐$               ‐$              ‐$               ‐$            ‐$            ‐$             ‐$              416.66$      2,291.67$   2,291.67$   5,000.00$   

[2] Library identified as possible personal transaction or conflict of interest

2019



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 4

Other Vendor Payments

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Absolute One G&M Cleaning [2] ‐$            ‐$            820.00$         2,090.00$    2,910.00$     2,500.00$  2,360.00$  2,055.38$   2,235.00$    3,375.00$  3,687.00$   ‐$            22,032.38$  

Demarcus Philizaire [2] ‐              ‐               ‐                  ‐                420.00           ‐              ‐              ‐               ‐                ‐              ‐               ‐               420.00          

Smart Guys Computer Svcs [2] ‐              ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐              1,199.00    ‐               ‐                ‐              ‐               ‐               1,199.00      

Jones, Jeremy Payne [2] 980.00        2,331.00     1,201.50       ‐                ‐                  ‐              ‐              ‐               ‐                ‐              ‐               ‐               4,512.50      

Elmer and Sons [2] ‐              453.00        954.09           ‐                187.75           ‐              ‐              ‐               ‐                143.50        ‐               ‐               1,738.34      

980.00$     2,784.00$   2,975.59$     2,090.00$    3,517.75$     2,500.00$  3,559.00$  2,055.38$   2,235.00$    3,518.50$  3,687.00$   ‐$            29,902.22$  

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Roberto Codoba [2] ‐$            ‐$            6,850.00$     ‐$              ‐$               ‐$            ‐$            ‐$             ‐$             ‐$            ‐$            ‐$            6,850.00$    

Elmer and Sons [2] 330.00        ‐               ‐                  477.00          4,057.54       5,222.06    481.00        314.00         78.00           ‐              ‐               ‐               10,959.60    

R&D Property Investment Group [2] ‐              ‐               ‐                  ‐                550.00           ‐              ‐              ‐               ‐                ‐              ‐               ‐               550.00          

330.00$     ‐$            6,850.00$     477.00$        4,607.54$     5,222.06$  481.00$     314.00$      78.00$         ‐$            ‐$            ‐$            18,359.60$  

[2] Library identified as possible personal transaction or conflict of interest

2019

2020



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 5

Petty Cash for the Benefit of Ms. Nichols‐Brown and/or Related Party

Vendor Name 2018 2019 2020 Total

Dondrell Brown [2] 60.00$     75.00$     ‐$          135.00$     

Nyla Nichols [2] ‐            105.00     ‐            105.00       

Walmart [1] ‐            10.96        10.96        21.92         

U‐Haul [1] 61.74        ‐            ‐            61.74         

Dollar General [1] ‐            8.25          23.10        31.35         

121.74$   199.21$   34.06$     355.01$     

[1] BKD independently concluded payment was possible personal transaction or conflict of interest

[2] Library identified as possible personal transaction or conflict of interest



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 6

Petty Cash for Unknown Benefit

Vendor Name 2018 2019 Total

Joan Riggins [3] 90.00$     ‐$         90.00$     

Country Squire [1] 20.14       ‐            20.14       

Menards [1] 19.53       ‐            19.53       

Richard Flash Junk Removal [1] 185.00     ‐            185.00     

Walgreens [1] 36.49       ‐            36.49       

Walmart [1] 79.82       ‐            79.82       

Target [1] 103.46     ‐            103.46     

A‐Vacuum [1] 82.90       ‐            82.90       

Taylor Larson [2] ‐            45.00       45.00       

Terrain Walker [2] ‐            45.00       45.00       

Ronda Riggins [3] ‐            60.00       60.00       

Dozelis Pizzeria [1] ‐            50.16       50.16       

617.34$   200.16$   817.50$  

[1] BKD independently concluded payment was possible personal transaction or conflict of interest

[2] Library identified as possible personal transaction or conflict of interest

[3] Library identified as relative of Ms. Wilcox



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 7

BMO Harris Credit Card Payments

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Wal‐Mart [1] ‐$             ‐$             ‐$               ‐$              896.29           71.24$        1,244.52$   176.50$      355.05$       941.62$      1,163.34$   2,503.03$   7,351.59$    

T‐Mobile [1] ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                 ‐                  ‐              ‐               158.96         164.05         223.42         153.72        256.72        956.87          

Other Vendors [1] ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                 2,405.70        422.23        460.00         342.45         647.10         3,064.37     514.09        205.02        8,060.96       

‐$             ‐$             ‐$               ‐$              3,301.99$     493.47$     1,704.52$   677.91$      1,166.20$    4,229.41$   1,831.15$   2,964.77$   16,369.42$  

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Wal‐Mart [1] ‐$             643.79$      ‐$               ‐$              ‐$               ‐$            ‐$             ‐$             ‐$              ‐$             ‐$             ‐$             643.79$        

T‐Mobile [1] 178.68        214.14        266.32           214.14          214.11           248.61        ‐               ‐               ‐                ‐               ‐               ‐               1,336.00       

Other Vendors [1] 671.00        93.92           838.87           1,333.44       3,282.72        ‐              ‐               ‐               ‐                ‐               ‐               ‐               6,219.95       

849.68$      951.85$      1,105.19$     1,547.58$    3,496.83$     248.61$     ‐$             ‐$             ‐$              ‐$             ‐$             ‐$             8,199.74$    

[1] Library identified and BKD agrees amounts are likely personal transaction based on the nature of the expenditure.

2019

2020



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 8

Home Depot Credit Card Payments

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Home Depot [2] ‐$             ‐$             ‐$               ‐$              ‐$               918.95$     529.84$     390.69$      1,223.58$    1,094.94$   1,564.19$   531.00$      6,253.19$   

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Home Depot [2] 953.37$      203.51$      ‐$               3,857.91$    3,293.18$     ‐$            ‐$            ‐$             ‐$              ‐$             ‐$             ‐$             8,307.97$   

[2] Library identified and BKD agrees amounts are likely personal transaction based on the nature of the expenditure.

2019

2020



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 9

Independent Contractor Payments

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Erica Arce 229.00$        198.72$        218.04$      ‐$              229.08$       208.38$       218.04$       229.80$         198.72$       229.00$         ‐$               218.04$       2,176.82$    

Renatta Frazier 945.00          262.50          105.00        ‐                 1,200.00     330.00         1,020.00     1,357.50        990.00          1,080.00        ‐                  1,530.00     8,820.00       

Sandra Walker ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  3,356.94      ‐                  ‐                  ‐               3,356.94       

1,174.00$    461.22$        323.04$      ‐$              1,429.08$   538.38$       1,238.04$   1,587.30$     4,545.66$    1,309.00$     ‐$               1,748.04$   14,353.76$  

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Joseph Borak ‐$              ‐$              ‐$            ‐$              ‐$             ‐$             ‐$             ‐$               ‐$              ‐$               752.00$         480.00$       1,232.00$    

Andrew Boyd Jr ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  470.25          779.00           973.75           811.54         3,034.54       

Susana Estrella ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               450.00         90.00           710.00           61.75            190.00           380.00           323.00         2,204.75       

Rosemary Guillermo ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  703.50         703.50          

Gwen Johnson‐Harris ‐                 ‐                 ‐              490.00          435.00         1,044.00     1,152.00     1,344.00        1,248.00      1,270.00        3,003.00        1,392.00     11,378.00    

Eduardo Quezada ‐                 ‐                 ‐              1,484.00       446.00         ‐               459.00         459.00           493.00          467.50           1,096.50        697.00         5,602.00       

Monterrio Raby ‐                 ‐                 427.00        ‐                 883.00         668.50         196.00         331.50           546.00          769.50           675.00           260.00         4,756.50       

Elisabeth Tucker ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               51.00           208.25           193.38          108.38           165.75           93.50           820.26          

Shenetta Vanpelt ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               448.60         619.11           696.05          928.20           928.20           928.20         4,548.36       

Sandra Walker ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               340.00         140.00         660.00           431.38          432.25           475.00           475.00         2,953.63       

Annette Washington ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  1,567.80     1,567.80       

Erica Arce 262.44          360.00          201.35        221.47          211.41         212.10         202.00         227.18           171.00          252.50           343.40           ‐               2,664.85       

Breyanna Cool ‐                 ‐                 208.00        221.00          ‐               156.00         ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  120.00           ‐               705.00          

Maria Davis ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               710.00         155.00         290.00           142.50          1,650.00        3,003.00        ‐               5,950.50       

Kurtis Mitchell ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                812.25           266.00           ‐               1,078.25       

Yasmine Stewart ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  290.00           ‐               290.00          

Latike Booker ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 132.00         849.00         1,140.00     1,272.00        1,266.00      78.00             144.00           ‐               4,881.00       

Sandro Estrada ‐                 900.00          ‐              ‐                 1,375.00     920.00         360.00         3,750.00        1,920.00      450.00           ‐                  ‐               9,675.00       

Renatta Frazier 1,980.00       1,905.00       1,560.00    2,542.50       2,424.00     2,336.00     1,872.00     2,672.00        1,890.00      2,520.00        ‐                  ‐               21,701.50    

Terrain Walker ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               640.00         1,050.00        332.50          ‐                  ‐                  ‐               2,022.50       

Tameka Riggins ‐                 ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               26.00           572.00           ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               598.00          

2,242.44$    3,165.00$    2,396.35$  4,958.97$    5,906.41$   7,685.60$   6,931.60$   14,165.04$   9,861.81$    10,707.58$   12,615.60$   7,731.54$   88,367.94$  

2018

2019



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 9

Independent Contractor Payments

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Andrew Boyd Jr 1,947.19$    1,040.18$    668.33$      1,263.00$    78.00$         ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               4,996.70$    

Maria Davis 671.00          671.00          ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               1,342.00$    

Susana Estrella 413.25          ‐                 ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               413.25$        

Rosemary Guillermo 1,010.00       1,005.00       753.75        1,440.00       132.00         ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               4,340.75$    

Gwen Johnson‐Harris 1,544.00       1,360.00       1,692.00    2,040.00       ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               6,636.00$    

Jimmy Lee Kyles 1,703.48       1,331.63       914.55        1,020.00       96.00           ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               5,065.66$    

Eduardo Quezada 883.38          814.00          573.50        1,086.00       90.00           ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               3,446.88$    

Monterrio Raby 357.50          312.00          351.00        312.00          ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               1,332.50$    

Malliana Resendez 562.80          1,095.45       783.90        672.00          84.00           ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               3,198.15$    

Elisabeth Tucker 351.51          92.50            ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               444.01$        

Shenetta Vanpelt 928.20          928.20          928.20        928.20          ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               3,712.80$    

Sandra Walker 859.75          494.00          332.50        342.00          ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               2,028.25$    

Sandro Estrada ‐                 980.00          ‐              ‐                 ‐               ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               980.00$        

Annette Washington 1,216.05       1,070.33       783.90        1,794.00       168.00         ‐               ‐               ‐                  ‐                ‐                  ‐                  ‐               5,032.28$    

12,448.11$  11,194.29$  7,781.63$  10,897.20$  648.00$       ‐$             ‐$             ‐$               ‐$              ‐$               ‐$               ‐$             42,969.23$  

2020



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 10

Lan Office Furnishings Payments

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Lan Office Furnishings [2] ‐$             7,812.49$   31,072.90$   ‐$               15,807.00$   ‐$         ‐$         9,358.50$   915.00$      988.50$    993.50$     3,963.00$  70,910.89$  

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Lan Office Furnishings [2] 3,983.90$   2,986.50$   4,388.50$     24,532.23$  24,735.00$   ‐$         ‐$         1,846.50$   ‐$             ‐$           ‐$            ‐$            62,472.63$  

[2] Library identified as possible violation of Library policy or State of Illinois Law

2019

2020



Chicago Heights Public Library

Exhibit 11

Lease Corporation of America Payments

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Lease Corp of America [2] ‐$             ‐$             1,429.47$     ‐$              2,858.94$     1,591.54$  2,396.01$  1,591.54$   537.07$       1,591.54$  1,591.54$   1,591.54$   15,179.19$  

Vendor Name January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Lease Corp of America [2] 1,591.54     1,591.54     1,591.54        1,591.54       1,591.54        1,591.54    1,591.54    1,591.54     591.54          ‐$            ‐$             ‐$             13,323.86$  

[2] Library identified as possible violation of Library policy or State of Illinois Law

2019

2020


